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CORONAVIRUS — MINING INDUSTRY RESPONSE 
Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [9.07 am]: I advise members that 
the Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety is collaborating with the commonwealth and the 
Western Australian Department of Health to provide advice to WA mining operations on how they should manage 
their response to COVID-19. On advice from the Department of Health, the State Mining Engineer has issued 
directions to all WA mining operations to, as a matter of priority, activate their site policy and infectious disease 
management plan, which is a key component of the site health and hygiene management plan; and to ensure that 
quarantine and isolation protocols are in place and activated for personnel who are potentially at risk. 
Under the Mines Safety and Inspection Act, mine managers must report matters that have the potential to cause 
serious injury or harm to health, including infectious diseases. Mine sites are required to report confirmed 
diagnoses of COVID-19 to DMIRS. To date, no cases have been reported. Many sites are reporting unconfirmed 
COVID-19 cases, as well as self-imposed and company-directed quarantine for people who have recently visited 
countries classified by the Department of Health as high risk. On 4 March 2020, the State Mining Engineer directed 
mining operations to appoint an infectious diseases manager. This person should be regularly visiting the 
Australian Department of Health and the WA Department of Health websites for up-to-date information on 
COVID-19’s status, actions and restrictions. The importance of infectious disease management plans has been 
reiterated with clear guidance on what to include in plans and what sites can do to reduce the risk of the infection 
spreading. Sites have been reminded to ensure that they have developed contingency plans to manage the potential 
impact of a reduction in the available workforce and asked to consider: How will sites deal with higher workloads, 
changed duties and the management of fatigue as a result of some members of the workforce being placed in 
quarantine or isolation? What contingencies are in place to control exposures to agents such as dust and fibres as 
a result of limited supplies of face masks?  
On 6 March 2020, senior officers of the mines safety directorate attended a meeting hosted by the Chamber of 
Minerals and Energy of Western Australia, along with key WA mining industry executives. The meeting discussed 
what the industry’s response to COVID-19 should be from a public health perspective as well as its potential other 
impacts. Communication with mining operations and peak industry bodies is ongoing. 
Updated information and protocols for managing COVID-19 will be distributed to all sites as new information 
comes to hand. DMIRS is working with others in the resources sector more broadly and is liaising with other 
regulators, such as the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management Authority, to ensure 
a consistent approach to this community issue. I understand that DMIRS is in the process of writing to operators 
of onshore petroleum and major hazard facilities as part of a coordinated approach. 
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